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Apart from the Ar-
garic remains of La
Balunca in Castilléjar,
other examples of tro-
glodyte inhabitation
include the caves of
La Tía Micaela and
Sin Salida (both in

Cortes y Graena) the Cueva Horá, the
Abrigo de Luis Martínez shelter, and
the Cuevas de Panoría (in Darro), as
well as various natural shelters used by
Palaeolithic hunter gatherers who left
numerous examples of primitive cave
paintings on the walls. Likewise, to the
east of the Granadan town of Píñar, are

the Cueva de la Carigüela and the famous Cueva de las
Ventanas, which was inhabited from the Middle Palaeolithic
period. This grotto, which has been beautifully refurbished for
tourist use, owes its name to the three openings which provi-
de the only access to the cave from the outside.

The fertile land and the huge mineral wealth attracted cul-
tures who came from the Mediterranean and took full

advantage of the ideal charac-
teristics of the terrain (compo-
sed of soft, compact, and
impermeable materials) to
excavate new caves on the
steep riverside hills. Although
the Romans opted for their
villae exentas (autonomous
villas), they were actually built
near to the caves we see today,
which in itself is evidence of
their fine location, and the
Goths followed the Roman
Empire’s example.
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Caverns and prehistoric shelters
The Hoya de Guadix and the Altiplanicie de Baza y

Huéscar, to the north, are two extensive hollows lying between
the Betic sierras. Riddled with corridors and natural shelters, these
areas have been the site of numerous human settlements since
the earliest of times. Indeed, the so-called troglodyte habitat,
which refers to the unusual form of human existence in caverns,
developed extensively in both areas, and this is reflected by the
numerous archaeological remains which have been found.

Shelters from the past 
For thousands of years, caves were the form of dwelling most widely
used by mankind. The safety and protection which prehistoric peo-
ples found in these primitive natural shelters would also be sought
after later by other cultures. Such is the case with the Muslims, who
excavated most of the caves and cave dwellings which are to be
found in the province of Granada. These types of underground cons-
tructions, which faithfully reflect the historic, social, and economic
changes of their surroun-
dings, blend in with the
landscape and its topogra-
phic features, giving the
areas in which they are
concentrated – the districts
of Guadix and the Mar-
quesado y Baza-Huéscar: El
Altiplano – a particularly
evocative beauty. They
form part of a valuable
heritage which has beco-
me not only a sign of iden-
tity but also an important
tourist resource.

Mythology and religion
There has always been a close relationship between the earth and the
sacred. The Romans used to build an underground construction known as
“L´Eliseum”, which was the place for the happiness and well-being of the
gods and demigods. Caves are also omnipresent in the history of Christianity,
with those of the Annunciation in Nazareth, the Nativity in Bethlehem, and
the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, being the most representative examples.

                                



With the arrival of the
Muslim civilisation, the
cave dwelling started to be
seen as a form of construc-
tion and their original role
and function changed.
They were initially used as a
shelter by certain sectors
of the population who had
to live in hiding or exile,
and then later became the

only type of housing that peo-
ple with the lowest income
could afford.

In the 11th and 12th centu-
ries, with the arrival of the
Almohads in Granada, the
Mozarabes sought refuge in the
caves, where they continued to
worship. Dating from this period
are the Hafas de Arriba de
Benamaurel, a series of caves
with pigeon lofts, located in a
vertical cut in the terrain which is
split into two different parts. The
entrances are on the higher level
and access is via a footpath.

The caves dating from the medieval period – which in Guadix are
known as Covarrones or Cuevas de Moros (Moors’ Caves), had a
marked defensive character and formed small pockets
of population made up of isolated dwellings. They
can be grouped into different types according
to their functions: permanent dwellings
(the prototype of the modern villages
of cave dwellings such as Cortes y
Graena, Marchal, Lopera, Bena-
lúa…), which were constan-
tly occupied and
reoccupied

Shelters from the past
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Medieval watchtowers

until the Christian conquest; watching posts, difficult
to locate as they are often mistaken for natural crevi-
ces and cracks in the terrain; cave-shelters, which,
due to their size and well-developed defensive
systems were almost like castles; and cliff top gra-
naries, whose entrance was also the window, and
could only be reached by ropes or ladders.
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Near to these medieval underground constructions, which
were mostly abandoned and not reused later, the Moriscos
carried out extensive excavations to build caves when they were
forced to flee from major urban areas following the Christian con-
quest. Thus, for example, in Guadix, at the end of the 15th cen-
tury, a large part of the Islamic population was forced to leave the
medina and settle on the outskirts of the town by order of the
Duke of Escalonia, who claimed that it was for security reasons. 

This construction phenomenon was to gain a more urban
dimension at the end of the 16th century when the Moriscos

expelled after the revolt
led by Abén Humeya,
returned to their place of
origin. Unable to reclaim
their old property, they
occupied the existing
caves or excavated new

ones. From the 17th century
onwards, the Christian settlers
from other Spanish regions who
arrived to repopulate the area after
the Moriscos were finally thrown
out of the Peninsula by order of
King Felipe III, also used the caves as
a place to live.

This is the origin of the neigh-
bourhoods with caves and the cave
dwellings which evolved from them
such as those found in Baza, and the
neighbourhoods of El Pozo in
Freila, the quarters of Abatel
(which takes its name from an Arabic
word meaning “punishment place”
because until 1502 it was the site of
the High Constable of Navarre’s exe-

cution scaffold), Capallón
in Zújar and nearby
Carramaiza, La Cruz and
La Morería quarters in
Castilléjar. There are also
those to be found in the
town of Galera and in the
semicircle of clayish hills
which surround Guadix.

Shelters from the past
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The Morisco neighbourhoods

In Belerda, there 
is an unusual cemetery
with niches excavated 

in caves

                                    



The modern caves 
During the end of the 19th century and first half of the

20th, there was another major period of development in the use
of cave dwellings (which were first used as family homes during
the Nasrid period) in
the province of Gra-
nada. This coincided
with a growth in po-
pulation and immi-
gration, and the ex-
ploitation of new
land for agricultural
use. The important
sugar and farming
industries in the Ho-
ya de Guadix and the Altiplanicies de Baza y Huéscar played a
major role in attracting people from the poorer sectors of
society who sought a cheap form of housing which could be
adapted to their traditional way of living whilst having sufficient
space for animal dens, stables, grain stores… 

With this new popu-
lation and other suc-
cessive cave dwellers
this ancient type of
underground architec-
ture evolved in terms
of design as some of
their most traditional
aspects were transfor-

med with a view to making them more comfortable and prac-
tical. During the 20th century the caves were provided with
the conveniences and services which some years earlier had
been introduced into normal forms of housing. This moderni-

Shelters from the past
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sation process has played a
major role in promoting the
use of this unique type of
habitat as a valuable tourist
resource, either for museums
or restaurants, or tourist
accommodation. 

Troglodyte
museums 

In Guadix there are two museums
which are uniquely set in refurbi-
shed Arab cave dwellings. The
Cueva Museo de Alfarería La
Alcazaba, restored by ceramicist
Juan Manuel Gabarrón, contains a
magnificent collection of pottery
from various periods as well as
numerous household implements.
The Cueva Museo de Costumbres
Populares de Guadix faithfully
reflects the traditional way of life
of the peoples who inhabited the
area over the centuries. The va-
rious rooms of the museum (which
include a cellar, a bedroom, animal
stalls and a pig den, amongst
others) exhibit a wide variety of
hand-made objects and costumes.
The La Inmaculada Cave Museum
in Purullena, which was hewn
from the rock and inhabited follo-
wing the Christian Reconquest,
offers visitors the possibility to dis-
cover something of the day to day
life of the people that lived here. 

The last major 
digging of caves 

in Guadix took place
in the 1950s.

GUADIX

MUSEO DE ALFARERÍA 
CUEVA LA ALCAZABA
San Miguel, 59
Y   958 664 767
www.cuevamuseolaalcazaba.com

CUEVA MUSEO DE  
COSTUMBRES POPULARES
Plaza de Ermita Nueva
Y   958 662 665

PURULLENA

CUEVA MUSEO LA 
INMACULADA
Ctra. de Granada, 80
Y   958 690 181

                             



The El Sacromonte
Interpretation Centre

The picturesque
El Sacromonte
quarter, which

faces the Alhambra,
contains some of the
most idiosyncratic
elements of Grana-
da. On the one hand,
there are the caves,
excavated from the
natural grottos of the
sacred hill, temples

to gypsy art and true museums of
troglodyte life - nowadays adapted
to the needs of modern life; on the
other, the zambra, an ancient dance
which is made up of three pieces,
representing the different parts of a
gypsy wedding.

Following the conquest of the
city by the Christians, the cave dwe-
llings of this idyllic area, situated outsi-
de the walls, provided shelter to the
ethnic minorities and social groups

who were beyond the control of the administrative and religious
authorities, such as the Jews and the Moriscos. It is largely
inhabited by gypsies, who, according
to chronicles, entered Granada with
the Catholic Monarchs’ troops, for
whom they worked as blacksmiths.
Thus, it is not surprising that the quar-
ter was always inhabited by craftsmen
and flamenco artists, who were the
creators of the ancient and charming
zambra which is still performed in the
flamenco shows staged in caves like
Los Tarantos, María La Canastera,
Cueva La Rocío, and Venta el Gallo. 
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El Sacromonte, caves and legend
There is also another history, closely linked to legend, an

element without which El Sacromonte would lose much of its
essence. One of its most captivating episodes, known as the
Barranco de los Negros relates how, after the fall of the
Nasrid kingdom, many noblemen set out on their way to exile
in Africa. Fearing that their fortunes might be stolen, they hid
valuable treasures in the Monte de Valparaíso. When their
black slaves, who knew of the incursions of their masters into
the sacred hill, were released, they decided to try and find the
treasures. They dug and dug into all the hillsides of the gorge
but found nothing. Exhausted from their efforts, they sought
refuge in the holes they had made, and later transformed
them into their homes.

CUEVA LA ROCÍO
Camino del Sacromonte, 70
Y  958 227 129

CUEVA LOS TARANTOS
Camino del Sacromonte, 9
Y  958 224 525

CUEVA MARÍA LA CANASTERA
Camino del Sacromonte
Y  958 121 183

VENTA EL GALLO
Barranco de los Negros, 5
Y  958 220 591

ZAMBRAS

Apart from the unquestionable historical value which the cave
museums give the district,  El Sacromonte is also surrounded by
beautiful monuments and landscapes such as the Dehesas del
Sacromonte, the Cerro del Aceituno, the Fuente del Avellano, and the
Albaicín quarter. The in-
terpretation centre inclu-
des an Ethnographic
Museum with exhibits
illustrating the history,
evolution, and use of ca-
ves as well as the cus-
toms of their inhabitants
(characteristic furniture,
farming implements,
hand-made objects, etc.)

and a Environmental Education Facility
with Botanical Gardens and a traditional
orchard which contains a comprehensive
collection of the indigenous flora and
fauna, as well as crops from the area.  

THE EL SACROMONTE 
INTERPRETATION  
CENTRE

Barranco de los Negros, s/n
Y    958 215 120
www.sacromontegranada.com
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Underground archi-
tecture is basically
the result of men’s

search for a type of habi-
tat which was adapted
to both their environ-
ment and activities.
Thus, the characteristics
of the terrain in which
excavations were carried
out were essential. So-
metimes it was possible
to take advantage of the
action of natural forces
whilst at other times it
was necessary to resort to human activity.

As is the case in the Guadix y
Marquesado and Baza-Huéscar: El
Altiplano, districts, caves are located
in arid or semi-arid areas, near to rivers
or watercourses, but never in areas
that are liable to flooding. Rather than
occupying fertile land, they are com-
monly situated on slopes, on the edge
of gorges or in small hillocks. The best
type of terrain for excavation is that
which is made up of soft materials

which can be easily hand-hewn with a pick, but at the same time
is compact – to guarantee solidity – and impermeable so as to
avoid water leakages and dampness. The most commonly used
areas are those containing clays, marls, conglomerates, soft
sandstones, limestone, sand, tuffs, and loess.

Excavated from the slopes of steep hills and gorges, the
caves and cave dwellings do not follow a pre-established
layout. Their design is determined simply by the topographical
characteristics of their location and their orientation to the
sun. There are no streets as such, and the only urban delimita-
tions are gullies and watercourses. More modern construc-

tions, with adjoining façades and outbuildings, can be found
next to other older traditional ones, but all the caves boast
slender whitewashed chimneys, placetas (small open spaces or
squares around which the caves are built), and porches with
vegetation. However, the only way to see what they are really
like is to actually go inside, passing through their public exte-
riors to discover the more intimate and private areas.

Undergrou nd architecture 

The construction of a cave, an endeavour for which the
prospective owner always counted on the invaluable help
of an expert “pick master”, begun by making a vertical
cut into the rock which forms the façade, leaving a hori-
zontal flat area in front.  Depending on the topography of
the terrain, it was sometimes necessary to make two other
vertical cuts at the ends which served as buttresses.  

In the middle of the façade an arch shaped doorway
was opened, penetrating a metre or metre and a half, the
thickness given to the load bearing walls. From there, the
first room is carved out with a square ground plan mea-
suring some 2.5 to 3 metres square and a barrel vaulted
ceiling. Following that, the other the rooms are dug out

How they are excavated

                                   



Underground architecture 

in the form of a gallery. The number
and size of the rooms, and their inter-
nal layout would depend on both the
size of the hill and the economic
resources and needs of the dwellers.

The topographic features – bends,
shapes, and slopes – of the terrain in
which this construction process was
carried out also determined the diffe-
rent types of cave settlements in
Granada. Perhaps the most common
type of location, particularly in the
Hoya de Guadix, are steep slopes
where caves are excavated in rows and
arranged on superimposed levels.

Access to the caves is
via narrow and win-
ding paths which skirt
round the slopes. 

If situated in areas
dotted with small
hillocks, which are tunnelled through from one side to
the other in the search for searching for light and ventila-
tion, cave dwellings tend to either be next to each other
forming streets, or grouped around a common space - a
plaza or small square (placeta). In Andalusia, the latter are

Pick masters
They were in charge of di-
recting, controlling and,
on occasions, giving advi-
ce about the construction
of the caves whilst also
carrying out the final tou-
ches with their picks.
Small groups of them used
to travel from village to
village to offer their servi-
ce to potential clients. A
pick master, accompanied
by two labourers could
take approximately a
month to excavate a four-
roomed cave and the
most widely used tool was
a pointed pick.  The caves are usually

excavated facing the south,
southeast, and southwest so

as to permit maximum 
exposure to the sun

only to be found in a few
cave villages, such as those
of Benalúa, Gor, Purullena,
Baza, Benamaurel and Hués-
car, in the province of Gra-
nada.  In Baza there is a third type of settlement, deep
ditches, which have fallen into disuse due to the risk
of flooding.

                   



Caves and cave dwellings
The evolution of the external elements of caves in

order to adapt them to modern needs gradually led to
the transformation of the primitive constructions into
cave houses with outbuildings and extensions which
were either attached to the façades or built in the spaces
in front of the dwelling.

The most commonly used initial layout involved the
construction of various rooms, which were joined by small
openings acting as transverse arches, and arranged in galle-
ries excavated into the rock or parallel with the façade.
Gradually the designs became more complex, the main
innovations being the addition of other sections to the
façade, either joined on or separate from it, and the deve-
lopment of enclosed spaces such as the placeta which ser-

Underground architecture 
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ved as an entrance.
These changes per-
mitted the separa-
tion of the rooms or
areas which were
used to keep ani-
mals from those
used as living quar-
ters whilst allowing
the damp facilities
to be outside. Thus,

the original ensemble was gradually transformed to beco-
me a more self-sufficient construction in which the primiti-
ve cave was preserved as a symbolic remnant of the origi-
nal dwelling.

This empty space, gradually
transformed by the extensions
and constructions which over
time have been added to the
caves, has retained its original
function: it was the place where
domestic chores were carried
out and also a space which
acted as a bridge between the
inner and outer worlds. It was a
place to take the sun, dry the
peppers, and separate the grain
from the maize, whilst also
being a centre for social interac-
tion between the neighbours.

The placeta

Chimneys and skylights 
The façade and chimneys are undoubtedly the exter-

nal elements which have the greatest visual impact whilst
being essential parts of the characteristic design. The faça-
de has hardly any openings so as to maintain the excellent
temperature conditions inside. There are only the openings
which serve as the main entrance to the cave and to the
animal den although sometimes a small window is cut to
provide ventilation. The main entrance is usually occupied
by a door with two horizontal sections thus enabling
the upper part to be opened as if it were a window.

The simplest type of façade is created by whitewashing
the rock-face but the most common type uses bricks, con-
crete or stone to protect the surface from erosion. There are
plant covered porches or concrete porches finished with roof
tiles, as well as different forms of adjoining the living accom-
modation to the cave, which results in a great variety of
façades, almost  to suit the taste of each owner. 

                               



The design of the chimneys, which
are excavated from the interior, varies
considerably from one place to the
next, even if they are not far apart.
Thus, in the towns of Guadix,
Marquesado or El Altiplano it is possi-

ble to find both conical chimneys and others in the shape
of a prism or cylinder. They can be of mortar, brick, or
stone, and whitewashed or finished with brick or stone to
avoid water filtrations.  

In the interior of the dwellings, the skylights which were
opened at the end of the long narrow passages in order to

let as much light in as possible, take on a
whole range of different forms from balco-
nies to large open courtyards which let
the light in from outside. When the te-
rrain permitted it, the cave was excava-
ted through the whole hill so as to cre-
ate a second entrance which created
more light and a through flow of air.

Whitewashing walls and
ceilings is an ingenious

way of taking full
advantage of the

natural light.

Underground architecture 
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The layout of the rooms in many of the existing
caves reflects the essentially rural way of life of the
population.  On entering, the first room is a living
room or kitchen, with a fireplace, which plays an
essential role in ventilating the dwelling. 

The more internal rooms were used as bed-
rooms, which were separated either with curtains,
doors or glass panes. Entering into this more intima-
te part of the caves, one discovers numerous war-
drobes, larders, and food storage areas which
were either excavated or made out of clay. 

The most significant
modifications to the origi-
nal habitat occurred when
animals were moved to
derelict caves located near
to the dwellings.  Conse-
quently there was more
space which could be used
as living accommodation
and the problem of bad
smells was solved. Like-
wise, following the cons-
truction of public water
supplies, the small wa-
shing facilities situated in
the placetas and the toi-
lets were moved to out-
buildings.

The widespread current trend for increasing the size of
cave dwellings by adding more storeys and passages, toge-
ther with the modernisation of its basic conveniences and
facilities, has not in any way diminished the significance of
what can be considered one of the oldest types of habitation.

Around the fireplace

Inside the caves the
atmosphere is dry and
temperatures remain

constant, at approxima-
tely 18º C all year round
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Accommodation
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This cave complex,
which is named after
Ibn al-Jatib, a noted
Muslim intellectual
from Loja, offers a truly
unique form of accom-
modation in a rural en-
vironment surrounded
by three spectacular
natural parks: the
Sierra de Baza, Sierra
de Castril, and Sierra
de Cazorla. There are
six cave dwellings with
different capacities
(ranging from two to
ten people) which all

have a dining-living room with fireplace and TV, wood for
the fire, a fully equipped kitchen, full bathroom, and
Internet connection.

The tourist complex also includes an Andalusí Hamman (a
traditional Arab bath) with massage and treatment room, rest
room, and a solarium-courtyard, as well as a traditional-style res-

taurant with a terrace
offering panoramic
views and delicious
dishes prepared with
products cultivated in
their own vegetable
garden. There is also a
tea house which is
open all day, and the
Casa del Topo (the
mole’s house), a cave
specially designed for
children, with nume-
rous galleries to enjoy
hide and seek, as well
as a pool which is
open to bathers in the
summer.

Arroyo Curcal s/n (Camino de Oria) Baza
Y 958 342 248 - e-mail: info@aljatib.com - www.aljatib.com

Cuevas Al Jatib llAPARTMENTS

Coming from La Ca-
lahorra, on the right, a
kilometre before arriving
in Alcudia de Guadix,
there is a complex of ele-
ven cave dwellings
which have been beauti-
fully refurbished as tourist
lodgings. Each cave is
decorated in a different
style using wood, stone,
and construction mate-

rials which are typical of the area. These are combined with
other more modern materials thus preserving the beauty of
natural elements and the simplicity of rural features whilst cre-
ating maximum comfort and sophistication. Set next to a
wooded area of pines with magnificent views over the Piena
valley and the Sierra Nevada mountains, all the caves have
1 or 2 bedrooms, kitchen, bathroom, and spacious and cosy

living rooms. They are also fitted
with a fireplace, TV, telephone,
barbecue and central heating.
The complex also includes other
services and facilities such as a
swimming pool, free parking
and a restaurant bar.

Cuevas del Tío Tobas lll APARTMENTS

Ctra. de Almería, km 1 Alcudia de Guadix Y 958 698 350  
e-mail: tiotobas@tiotobas.com - www.tiotobas.com

1 2

                                       



Recently restored, the-
se two unusual cave
dwellings, which are
just ten minutes from
the town of Baza, offer
all the modern conve-
niences of any normal
home in a cosy and uni-
que atmosphere which
is both peaceful and
relaxing.  The largest ca-

ve, which can cater for 10-
14 people, is ideal for fami-
lies or groups of friends. It
has 6 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, kitchen with larder,
two living rooms (one with
fireplace), a dining room,
living room decorated in
Arabic style with bunk beds,
a terrace and garden with
fruit trees. The other cave,
with capacity for 2-3 people, has one bedroom, bathroom,

dining room-kitchen with firepla-
ce, terrace, and garden. They
both have TV and DVD.

Accommodation
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Cañada de Aurel Baza
Y637 247 427 e-mail: info@alcobas.org.  www.alcobas.org

Cuevas AlcobasRURAL HOUSECuevas El Río de Baza l APARTMENTS

This rural complex, situa-
ted just 300 m from the
archaeological site dating
from the Iberian period
where the valuable Lady of
Baza was found, offers the
ideal environment for a well-
deserved rest. It is made up
of 10 fully furnished cave
dwellings, with spacious
and well-lit rooms which
maintain the same tempera-

ture all year round.
Each cave has 2 to 4
bedrooms, fully equi-
pped kitchen and bath-
room, dining room
with fireplace and TV.
There are also other
facilities such as a
terrace, barbecue, and
swimming pool.

Barrio Salazar, 222 Baza Y 639 391 711 
e-mail: cuevasriobaza@altiplan.net  www.cuevasriobaza.com

3 4
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Accommodation
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Set in Benamaurel, a
town which offers views
of one of the oldest cave
settlements in the provin-
ce (the 12th century Al-
mohad Hafas de Arriba
caves), this traditionally
styled cave dwelling ca-
ters for 6 people and has
magnificent views of the
surrounding countryside.
It is easily accessible with
visitors arriving on the A-92 and
taking the Baza exit. Outside there is

a terrace and par-
king area whilst
inside there is a kit-
chen, microwave,
dining room,  living
room, TV, and a fireplace for which firewood
is provided.

Fuerte, 29 Benamaurel
Y  689 637 446   e-mail: pginel@uco.es

Set in an idyllic
situation less than a
kilometre away from
the town of Benalúa,
Cuevas La Granja is
complex made up of
11 cave dwellings
converted from an
old farm from the
beginning of the 20th
century. All the origi-
nal flooring, cellars,

nooks and crannies, and decorative elements of the
caves have been beautifully preserved.  Its situation in
the middle of the countryside
makes it ideal for rest and
relaxation.

Each cave has a fully equip-
ped kitchen, living room with
TV and fireplace, 1, 2 or 3
bedrooms, full bathroom, cen-
tral heating, hot water, and a
ventilation system. The com-
plex also includes a reception
service, a swimming pool, a

library, a small shop which
sells typical local products,
barbecues, and parking.

Camino de la Granja s/n Benalúa
Y958 676 000  e-mail: cuevas@granada.net   www.cuevas.org

Cuevas La Granja lll APARTMENTS5

6

RURAL TOURIST ACCOMMODATION

Cueva de La Alhanda
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This tourist com-
plex includes 7 indi-
vidual caves with
space for 3-4 people
and a spacious par-
king area at the
entrance. They are
extremely comforta-
ble, equipped with all
the modern conve-
niences, and are
warm in the winter
but pleasantly cool in
the summer. The ca-
ves have a full bath-
room, fireplace, kitchen, and television, whilst the com-
plex offers a laundry service and includes a shop selling
typical hand-crafted local products. One of the caves is
specially adapted for handicapped people.

The complex also has one artificial lake especially for
swimming, which covers 1,725 square metres and contains
3,500 cubic metres of crystal clear water coming from the
River Guardal. Some of the distinctive features of this swim-
ming pool are its central jet, its undulating design, its gen-
tle slopes and its large size. Other facilities include a restau-
rant, camping and barbecue areas, a children’s play area,
parking and an outdoor amphitheatre in which a wide
range of performances and shows are staged.

Paraje el Cerrón s/n Castilléjar Y958 744 102 
e-mail: reservas@turismocastillejar.com   www.turismocastillejar.com

Complejo El Lago lAPARTMENTS

This small tourist
complex which is ma-
de up of 4 cave dwe-
llings (“El Rubio”,
“Tío Mauricio”, “El
Voluntario”, and “Los
Mase”) of different
sizes (with capacity
for 6 to 10 people)
and layout, is on the
road from Benamau-
rel to Castilléjar, in an
area known as Los

Carriones. They have full bathrooms, wood fireplaces,
and fully equipped kitchens.

Los Carriones s/n Castilléjar
Y968 183 171   e-mail: grupaloma@hotmail.com

Cuevas Paloma l APARTMENTS7 8
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This newly renova-
ted tourist complex is
situated to the south
of the Sierra de
Cazorla and surroun-
ded by four highly
attractive reservoirs
(Bolera, Portillo, San
Clemente and Ne-
gratín). 

It comprises 9 cave dwe-
llings which are very well
equipped  and decorated with
typical rural charm. They have
wood burning fireplaces, fully
equipped bathrooms and kit-
chens with hot water, TV,
swimming pool, barbecue, a
terrace, and parking. 

Cuevas La Teja is the per-
fect base for carrying out a
wide range of activities: walks
in the Cazorla, Castril or Sierra
de Baza natural parks; a visit to

the thermal baths of Zújar; or a day of culture enjo-
ying the historical heritage of Orce, Huéscar, or Galera.

Cuevas La Teja llAPARTMENTS

Set in beautiful countryside
next to the River Guardal,
800 m. from Castilléjar, this
imposing edifice situated in a
country estate covering 3,000
m2 is made up of two diffe-
rent types of accommodation

which are both fully equipped: the Cueva del Torreón
(cave dwelling) and El Torreón (rural house). They are
both surrounded by large green areas and include a pri-
vate swimming pool, parking, a solarium, barbecue, a
terrace-garden, spacious bedrooms, fully furnished rooms,
a kitchen, TV, full bathroom, fireplace and living room with
wood stove. 

Set in rural surroundings, the cave is ideal for enjoying a rela-
xing holiday in the heart of the countryside whilst practising
outdoor sports such as
cycling, walking, fishing
or horse riding.

Cueva del Torreón RURAL HOUSE

Las Anegas, 7 Castilléjar Y 649 013 520 
e-mail: cuevastorreon@yahoo.es  www.cuevasdeltorreon.com

La Teja (Cortes de Baza)   Y958 734 859 
e-mail: reservas@cuevaslateja.com  www.cuevaslateja.com

9 10
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Completely refurbished without losing any of the
charm of its original features, the Cueva Kadiga cave
can cater for 8-10 people. It includes a full bathroom,

fully equipped kit-
chen, hot water, dou-
ble bedrooms, and
barbecue. Firewood is
supplied. Near to Cor-
tes y Graena there are
various places of tou-

rist interest such as the Fran-
cisco Abellán reservoir.

The Cueva de Pepe is in Baños de Graena, a hamlet
of Cortes y Graena, on the western slopes of the Sierra
Nevada, in the Valley of the Fardes. The dwelling has
been completely renovated to offer maximum comfort
without losing the essence of a traditional cave. It has a
living-dining room with television, fully equipped kitchen
(with wood burning fireplace), bathroom, hot water, 3
bedrooms and parking in the entrance area.

Cueva de Pepe

13

Cortes y Graena lies at the bottom of a beautiful
valley which is part of the charm of this typical cave
which has been transformed into a rural lodging and
includes a TV, fully equipped kitchen, and other con-
veniences.

Iglesia, 2 Cortes y Graena
Y958 670 730 - 958 670 690 

Cueva del Nieto Adrián

In the city centre of Cortes y Graena is the Cueva
Uropía, which benefits from its own parking. It has a
full bathroom, bedrooms, TV, fireplace, and a well
equipped kitchen.

Uropía s/n Cortes y Graena
Y 958 670 730-958 670 690

11

12

14

RURAL TOURIST ACCOMMODATION

RURAL TOURIST ACCOMMODATION

Jardín, 8 Cortes y Graena Y 610 329 536
e-mail: cuevapepesaavedra@yahoo.es   www.lacuevadepepe.com

RURAL TOURIST ACCOMMODATION

Cueva Kadiga

Alhambra, 5 Cortes y Graena Y965 446 495
e-mail: info@dormirencuevas.com  www.dormirencuevas.com

RURAL TOURIST ACCOMMODATION
Cueva Uropía
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Set in the Granadan
town of Dehesas de
Guadix, with the po-
pular Cerro del Reloj
hill lying next to the El
Negratín reservoir,
this cave dwelling
which can sleep 10
people has two living
rooms with TV, fully
equipped kitchen, full
bathroom, two firepla-
ces and private par-
king for five vehicles.
Wood for the fires is
also supplied.

Velázquez, 12 Dehesas de Guadix
Y 958 813 955  e-mail: mtortosa@supercable.es 

Cuevas Tor-Es 2000RURAL HOUSE

Cueva Zaida,
with space for 4 to
6 people, has hot
water, full bath-
room, kitchen with
washing machine,
oven, ceramic hob,
toaster, coffee ma-
chine, TV, and dou-
ble bedrooms. It is
very close to the
historic town of Guadix which is well worth a visit and
climbing up to the Puerto de la Ragua Pass to practise
cross-country ski is also highly
recommended.

Cueva Zoraida, which caters for 10-13 people, is set in
the Granadan town of Cortes y Graena and is only a few
kilometres from the Natural Parks of Sierra de Baza

and Sierra de Huétor,
as well as the Sierra
Nevada National Park.
Its facilities include dou-
ble bedrooms, full bath-
room, hot water, and a
well equipped kitchen.

15

16

17

RURAL TOURIST ACCOMMODATION

Molineros, 25 Cortes y Graena Y965 446 495 
e-mail: info@dormirencuevas.com  www.dormirencuevas.com 

Cueva Zaida

RURAL TOURIST ACCOMMODATION

Molineros,23 Cortes y Graena Y 965 446 495
e-mail: info@dormirencuevas.com  www.dormirencuevas.com

Cueva Zoraida
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Iglesia, 4 Galera Y958 739 068 
e-mail: reservas@casas-cueva.es  www.casas-cueva.com

Casas-Cueva llAPARTMENTS

These 16th century
caves have been com-
pletely renovated
and transformed into
rural lodgings. They are
situated in Fonelas, a
town surrounded by a
high-mountain desert-
like landscape which is
near to the Natural
Parks of Sierra de

Huétor and Sierra de Baza,
as well as the Sierra Nevada
National Park. They have
bedrooms, living room, dining
room, kitchen and bathroom,
and are equipped with all
modern conveniences (firepla-
ce, TV, heating, bed linen,
towels, and hot water). Outside
they have the typical plazoletas
or placetas, barbecues, and

parking areas and enjoy
good views. They are
well situated for the
spas of Graena (10
minutes away) and
Alicún (35 minutes).

Medinaceli, 16-18 Fonelas
Y 958 679 040   www.cuevasmedinaceli.com

Cuevas Medinaceli ll APARTMENTS

Awarded the 1996
Andalusian Tourism Pri-
ze and the 2001
Chamber of Commerce
Award, these cave
dwellings are situated
to the northeast of the
province, in Galera, a
small town which con-
tains a wealth of histo-
rical and cultural land-
marks. 

This tourist complex has 24 caves which are totally
independent, with 1, 2, 3 or 4 bedrooms which cater for
between 2 and 8 people. Each cave has a living-dining
room with fireplace (firewood provided), kitchen with
kitchenware, and a full bathroom with centralised hot
water. They are equipped with all the conveniences of
modern life despite the fact that their decoration retains
the typical features of the traditional caves.

The area also offers a wide range of outdoor activi-
ties and sports such as paragliding, hang gliding, hun-
ting, fishing...as well as the possibility of simply enjoying
nature in its full splendour.

18 19
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These 4 caves which are only 5 five minutes walk
from the centre of Galera have been refurbished as
part of an ambitious tourist project. They are situated in
Barrio de San Isidro, one of the most idiosyncratic
quarters of the town.

The La Morada caves have been renovated fully in
accordance with the traditional habitat, using ecological
materials which blend with the environment, but still

offer all the conve-
niences of modern
life. The luminous
dwellings have been
fitted with a kitchen,
bathroom and living
room with fireplace.
With these lodgings
La Morada intend to
offer guests the
peace and quiet of a
traditional rural envi-
ronment whilst ma-
king them feel com-
pletely at home.

Cueva La MoradaRURAL HOUSE

This attractive complex
of rural lodgings with a
highly unusual architectu-
ral style is made up of
five caves which have
been recently renovated
and beautifully refurbi-
shed whilst retaining the
typical rustic features of
the area. The caves are
fitted with all modern
conveniences such as
wood fireplaces, bath-
room, fully equipped kit-
chen, washing machine,
television, individual pla-

cetas with parking, access for handicapped people…
From the entrance porch there are splendid views over
Galera, the quiet town in which the caves are situated.
The town lies in a valley surrounded by the Natural Parks
of Sierra de Baza and Sierra de Castril.

Those who have some time to spare should not miss
the opportunity to visit the archaeological site of El
Castellón Alto (from the Argaric period) and the famous
Museum of Archaeology and Palaeontology in the
neighbouring town of Orce. Alternatively, visitors can
opt for swimming in one of the various natural hot water
pools which can be found nearby.

Avda. Nicasio Tomás, 6 Galera Y958 739 061 
e-mail: lapisadelmoro@worldonline.es  www.altipla.com/lapisadelmoro

Cuevas La Pisá del Moro l APARTMENTS

San Isidro, 30-31 Galera Y660 862 044 
e-mail: cuevasgalera@yahoo.es  www.cuevasgalera.com

20 21
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Las Cuevas El Pata
Seca are to be found in
Gorafe, a small tro-
glodyte village situated
to the north of Gra-
nada, which  is surroun-
ded by a desert landsca-
pe formed by canyons,
gullies, crevices and
peaks, offering specta-
cular scenery. Nearby
is the Gorafe Mega-
lithic Park containing one of the largest megalithic necro-
polises in Spain.

The cave dwellings are decorated with rustic elements which
create a cosy atmosphere whilst still offering all the convenien-
ces of modern life. They have electricity and hot water, 1 to 3
bedrooms, living rooms with wood fireplaces, kitchen, and
bathroom, and are fully equipped and furnished. 

Just a few kilometres away, visitors can choose to relax in
the thermal waters from the natural springs which supply
the Alicún Spa, climb the Cerro Jabalcón peak with its
landing and taking off sites for paragliding or hang gliding,
or fish in the El Negratín reservoir.

San Marcos, 20 Gorafe
Y958 693 114  www.altipla.com/patasecaThis complex of 9 cave dwellings situated in a hamlet

of Galera known as  Cortijo del Cura (between Cas-
tilléjar and Huéscar), has managed to adapt its services
and facilities to the de-
mands of modern tourism
without losing any of the
charm of the original dwe-
llings. They include parking,
barbecues, wood-burning
ovens, and spacious plazo-
letas for children to play or
ride their bikes.  The caves
have fully equipped kit-
chens, television, blankets,
towels... just 3 Km. away is
the town of Galera, with its
numerous monuments and
archaeological remains of
great tourist interest.

Cortijo del Cura Galera Y610 794 660 
e-mail: nico@casascuevavictoria.com  www.casascuevavictoria.com

Alojamiento Rural Victoria RURAL HOUSE22

23

RURAL TOURIST ACCOMMODATION

Cuevas El Pata Seca

                                     



These caves offer a
unique and picturesque
ensemble with their red
clays underneath and
the white chalk of the
chimneys above. They
have panoramic views
of the town of Guadix
and the Sierra Nevada
in the distance. All the
cave dwellings in the
complex have central
heating and hot water, TV, telephone, kitchen, bath-
room, individual entrance area, barbecue and parking.
There is also a cosy cave-suite for two people with a
jacuzzi; something different for that very special night.

There are communal zones, with a swimming pool
and restaurant and the
surrounding area is ideal for
cycling, or horse riding, as
well as mountain climbing
or cross country skiing.

Accommodation

43

Set in the heart of
Granada’s Sacro-
monte, these cave
dwellings offer all
the charm and magic
of this traditional
quarter, as well as
the flamenco art of
the zambra shows,
and the splendid
views of the monu-
mental complex
made up by the
Alhambra Palace
and the Generalife
gardens, which ha-
ve been declared a
World Heritage Site. 

These old caves, which have been completely renovated
and offer visitors high quality modern conveniences (hot
water, wood burning stoves, full bathrooms, living room,
fully equipped kitchen, furniture, bed linen, etc.), but
maintain their rustic and homely charm. One of their dis-
tinctive features is that they maintain the same tempera-
ture all year round (around 17º) which makes them cool
in the summer and warm in
winter. They also have a
terrace and garden. The ca-
ves are situated on a pedes-
trianised street, which means
that tranquillity and silence
are guaranteed.

Vereda de En Medio, 89 (Barrio del Sacromonte) Granada
Y958 226 199 - 608 848 497

Cuevas El Abanico l APARTMENTS

Bda. San Torcuato s/n Guadix Y958 664 986 
e-mail: cavehotel@infonegocio.com  www.andalucia.com/cavehotel

Cuevas Pedro A. de Alarcón llAPARTMENTS24 25

                                  



Tajo del Pollo s/n Belerda (Guadix)
Y958 696 114 e-mail: tajopo@teleline.es

Cuevas Tajo del PolloRURAL HOUSE

45

Accommodation

Ermita Nueva, 54 Guadix Y958 660 716  
www.guadixdigital.com/cuevasdemaria

Cueva de María l APARTMENTS

This spacious reconverted
cave dwelling situated in
Belerda (a hamlet of Guadix),
is made up of two intercon-
nected caves, each housing 4
people. They have a barbecue,
fireplace, television, fridge,
washing machine, and full
bathroom. There are a total of
seven rooms, four of which are
bedrooms – one with a double

bed, the other three with twin beds. Although the main
cave has been split into two separate parts they can also be
used jointly in order to accommodate larger groups. They
share a porch, terrace, and a swimming pool, and are easy
to reach.

26 27

These three cave dwe-
llings situated next to the La
Alcazaba Cave Museum of
Pottery and the Cave Mu-
seum of Popular Customs
of Guadix can cater for six
people each. They have three

bedrooms, dining room, fully equipped kitchen, and full
bathroom, as well as a barbecue on the outside placeta.  To
complement your stay, we recommend that you visit the
historic centre of Guadix, with its impressive Cathedral,
its Alcazaba – which has been declared a National
Monument – and the beautiful Palace of Los Peñaflor.
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This complex of  6
cave dwellings (Cue-
va la Escalera, Cueva la
Barbecue, Cueva el Ven-
tanal,  Cueva la Rueda,
Cueva la Artesa, and
Cueva la Cornisa) is
situated in Húescar, a
Granadan village to be
found at the foot of
the Sierra de la
Sagra. It contains  a
number of places of cultural and   monumental interest
(the Collegiate Church of Santa María, the Penalva
Serrano House, Church of Las Dominicas…), and is easily
accessible from the nearby A-92 via the A-330. The
caves are also ideally situated for a range of aquatic
and active tourism pursuits, and of particular interest

are the numerous natural grot-
toes which attract lovers of
potholing.

Facilities include a parking
area, TV, barbecue, fireplace,
fully equipped kitchen, and
laundry service.

Barrio del Carmen, 18 Huéscar Y958 741 607 
e-mail: info@cuevaslaatalaya.com  www.cuevaslaatalaya.com

Cuevas La Atalaya llAPARTMENTS

This typical cave,
apart from being
well equipped, is
ideally situated in
a monumental and
natural area which
offers a wide range
of possibilities for
visitors. Amongst
the facilities of the Cueva El Sillero are a private parking
area, TV, fully equipped kitchen, traditional fireplace,
and barbecue. Travel back in time to when primitive

man sought se-
curity and shelter
in these basic ca-
ves which owe
their existence to
the particular te-
rrain of this part
of the province of
Granada. 

Salitre de San Miguel, 102 Guadix
Y958 662 677 e-mail: cuevaelsillero@msn.com

28

29

RURAL TOURIST ACCOMMODATION

Cueva El Sillero
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The Cuevas Olmos
are situated in the
town of Purullena, in
the Hoya de Guadix.
Located in a hollow
which is an important
hub of communica-
tions, they are 50 kms
from Granada, 70 kms
from the mountains
and ski station of the
Sierra Nevada, and

only 3 kms from the Spa of Graena. The surrounding
natural area boasts beautiful landscapes and rich agricultu-
re and visitors can enjoy activities such as fishing on the
Francisco Abellán reservoir, or archery. There is also a
popular craft market and the town is particularly renow-
ned for its ceramics. 

All the caves have a living room with fireplace, television,
sofa, electric hob, microwave, combi-fridge, kitchen uten-
sils, and table linen. They have double bedrooms, full bath-
rooms, hot water, and central heating (although the inte-

rior temperature remains at a
constant of 20ºC).

Depósito s/n Purullena Y958 690 040 
e-mail: olmosporcel@mixmail.com  www.cuevasolmos.com

Cuevas Olmos llAPARTMENTS

The Cuevas de
Orce complex is the
result of the complete
renovation of this
old area of cave dwe-
llings which was inha-
bited from the end of
the 19th century until it
was deserted in the
60’s and 70’s. It is only
500 metres from the
historic centre of the

town, and not far from the A-92. It is surrounded by natu-
ral parks (Sierra de Castril and Sierra de Baza), water
springs, reservoirs and mountains such as the Sierra de
La Sagra. 

The 20 dwellings have lost nothing of their original archi-
tecture but have been comfortably refurbished with modern
designs. Each one is as individual as the family which originally
dug it out, and they have 1, 2 or 3 bedrooms (with wardrobes),
fully equipped kitchens with electric hob, living-dining room
with fireplace, TV, and a bathroom with shower or bath. To
make your stay as comfortable as possible the following servi-
ces are available: reception, barbecue, parking, laundry service,
organisation of activities, and internet connection.

Cuevas de Orce lll APARTMENTS

Ctra. María s/n Orce Y958 746 281 
e-mail: info@cuevasdeorce.com  www.cuevasdeorce.com
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