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Centros de visitantes

El dornajo (SiErra nEvada)
Tel. 958 34 06 25

PuErto lobo 
(ParquE natural dE Huétor)
Tel. 958 54 04 26

CaStril (SiErra dE CaStril)
Tel. 958 72 00 59

narváEz (SiErra dE baza)
Tel. 958 00 20 18

Tourist Information Offices  
in the province of Granada

oFiCina dE turiSMo 
dEl Patronato
Plaza Mariana Pineda, 10 bajo 
18009 Granada
Tel. 958 24 71 28
informacion@turgranada.es
www.turgranada.es 

alGarinEjo
Cantera, 3
Tel. 958 31 29 88
www.turismoalgarinejo.com 

alHaMa dE Granada
Carrera de Francisco de Toledo, 6
Tel. 958 36 06 86
www.turismodealhama.com

alMuÑéCar
Avda. Europa s/n 
(Palacete de la Najarra)
Tel. 958 63 11 25
www.almunecar.es

baza
Alhóndiga, 1
Tel. 958 86 13 25
www.bazaturismo.com 

Cava Alta, 30
Tel. 958 99 82 25 
www.turismobaza.com 

CaStilléjar
Zenete, 4
Tel. 958 74 41 89
www.castillejar.es 

CaStril
Iglesia s/n
Tel. 958 72 02 70

CHauCHina
Airport of Granada  
Tel. 958 24 52 69

GuadiX
Plaza de la Constitución, 15/18
18500 Guadix
Tel. 958 66 28 04
www.guadix.es 

la HErradura
Centro Cívico 
Avda. Prieto Moreno s/n
Tel. 958 05 84 71
www.almunecar.es 

lanjarÓn
Avda. de Madrid, 3
Tel. 958 77 04 62
www.lanjaron.es 

loja
Comedias, 2
Tel. 958 32 39 49
www.lojaturismo.com 

MonaCHil
Plaza Baja s/n
Tel. 958 30 12 30

MontEFrÍo
Plaza de España, 1
Tel. 958 33 60 04
www.montefrio.org 

Motril
Plaza de las Comunidades Autónomas s/n
Tel. 958 82 54 81
www.turismomotril.com

orCE
Tiendas, 20 (Palacio de los Segura)
Tel. 958 74 61 71

Padul
Avenida de Andalucía, 126
Tel. 958 78 15 71

PÍÑar
Plaza Rafael Expósito Jiménez, 7
Tel. 958 39 47 25

SalobrEÑa
Plaza de Goya, s/n
Tel. 958 61 03 14 
www.ayto–salobrena.org 

Santa FE 
Puerta de Sevilla. Isabel la Católica, 7
Tel. 958 51 31 10

vÍznar
Centro de visitantes Puerto Lobo
Ctra. Víznar – Puerto Lobo Km. 43
Tel. 958 54 04 26 – 617 478 316
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From the icy glacial peaks that shape the high 
mountains of the Sierra Nevada, the roof 
of the Iberian Peninsula, to the warm and 
paradisiacal beaches of its Tropical Coast; 
from the spectacular and cinematographic 
bad–lands of Guadix and the highlands 
of Granada, living geological scenarios of 
tortured beauty that embrace and decorate 
surprising troglodyte landscapes, to the 
picturesque and colourful beauty of the 
mosaics of olive groves and gardens of the 
countryside of Genil; from the wild and 
broken limestone landscapes of the purest 
Mediterranean mountains to the calm 
traditional beauty of Granada’s extensive 
fertile Vega (plain), witness to events of 
universal importance, source of inspiration 
to Federico García Lorca, Granada offers 
unique natural spaces for you to enjoy in one 
of the provinces with greatest biological and 
geological diversity in the Iberian Peninsula, 
and even in Europe. Flora and fauna. 
Natural monuments. Incredibly beautiful 
natural spaces equipped with facilities for 
the practice of almost any outdoor sport 
imaginable. Orce, Galera, Fonelas, Palaeolithic 
and archaeological sites of international 
importance. The Alpujarra. Traditional villages 
replete with culture, heritage, gastronomy. 
Nature to lose yourself in. An experience to 
repeat. A province to remember.
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Granada is not only a city, however unique it may 
be for its beauty. Its outskirts spread to the north 
and the east towards unspoilt mountain ranges, 
the Sierra de Huétor and the Sierra Nevada. To 
the south and the east they blend into the historic 
plains of a more domesticated nature, fresh green 
landscapes, replete with culture and tradition.  
The Genil and Darro rivers “descend from snow 
to wheat”, in the words of Lorca, forming unique 
natural areas, a stone’s throw from the city, 
where one can enjoy nature, pure air, fresh water, 
birdsong, the incredible explosions of spring colour, 
gastronomy, history.
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 Monumental Complex of the Alhambra and valley of the Darro River
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Granada
SURROUNDED BY NATURAL SPACES



The other Alhambra 
     The surroundings of the Alhambra and Generalife Monumental 

Complex and its interiors are unique natural spaces. The woods, vegetable 
plots and gardens offer scenes of rare beauty and freshness, the silence 
only broken by the singing of birds and the tinkling rumour of water 
running through its thousand irrigation channels. The Parque Periurbano 
de la Dehesa del Generalife hides the secrets of the rural history of the 
Moorish palace city. Linked by footpaths to the heart of the city and to 
the monument itself, it is also a pure natural space for enjoying leisure 
time, for exploring nature, almost in the heart of the city of Granada, 
above the Alhambra, facing the Sierra Nevada, with views over the 
infinite green horizon of the fertile plains.
.

Granada
SOURRONDINGS TO GET LOST

The banks of the Genil
The Genil River passes through the city of 
Granada in urban disguise, albeit in some areas 
travelling through lovely romantic gardens. On 
entering and leaving the city however it offers 
some beautiful river landscapes with tranquil 
footpaths perfect for strolling along, forming 
one of the green corridors of the city.

 Llano de la Perdiz

 Cuesta de los Chinos  Cuesta de los Chinos  Dehesa del Generalife

 Fuente de la Bicha
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The river of gold
The walk between the Plaza Nueva and Jesús 
del Valle along the valley of the Darro River is one 
of the most beautiful and spectacular walks you 
can take. The beauty of the historical Carrera del 
Darro is an exceptional gateway to a route that 
is replete with nature and history. The romantic 
Avellano Spring opens onto leafy woodlands 
of ash, willow, poplar and hazel, bends in the 
Darro that have witnessed a thousand changes 
in fortune, energetic waters that back up and pool so they can admire the beauty of 
the privileged valley that opens between Sacromonte and the Alhambra. Stories of gold 
beaters, old water mills, ancient paths and water channels that run through beautiful river 
landscapes offer a day to remember, on foot, from home, from the hotel.

And to enjoy as you learn 
El Parque de las Ciencias, the most visited museum 
in Andalusia, is an exceptional space to explore 
the history and nature of Andalusia and Granada. 
Among the permanent exhibitions, dedicated to the 
enjoyment of science in the most entertaining way, are 
six botanical routes covering more than 300 species 
which illustrate Mediterranean biodiversity, a wonderful 
Butterfly House and interesting information about the 
Andalusian Network of Protected Spaces.

Valley of Darro River
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 Carrera del Darro  Arab baths of El Bañuelo

 Parque de las Ciencias



Granada
SOURRONDINGS TO GET LOST

La Vega: from lake to forest,  
and from forest to garden

     The shape of the wide, flat, green landscape that makes up the Vega 
of Granada is a faithful reflection of the surface of the Quaternary lake that 
preceded it. The Genil River completed the infill work by depositing fertile 
sediment. The Arabs domesticated its thick forests of Holm oak and the 
generous water that the Sierra Nevada sends like manna from heaven from 
time to time has turned it into a well–stocked garden. Today, its dense 
network of bicycle paths, footpaths and bridleways enable the enjoyment 
of its freshness, flavour and beauty, scattered with farmsteads, splendid 
country houses, some restored as inns and pleasant rural hotels, beautiful 
tobacco curing barns, irrigation channels, natural river banks and leisure 
gardens. A guided visit through its heart is a journey to a lost paradise.

Tobacco curing barns
The Vega of Granada has been witness to 
feats and endeavours of universal importance. 
Here the Catholic Monarchs signed the 
Capitulations that made possible the discovery 
of the Americas, leading to the arrival of an 
unknown plant brought back from those lands; 
a plant which would change the landscape and 
customs of its people: tobacco. The traditional 
tobacco curing barns, many of them still in use, 
are today one of the most typical and beautiful 
structures of the traditional landscape of the 
plains. They exist in a thousand sizes and 

materials, some of 
them genuine works 
of art. The Centro de 
Interpretación de la 
Vega de Granada is 
housed in one of them, 
in Vegas del Genil.
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Sierra de Huétor
     El Parque Natural de la Sierra de Huétor, twenty minutes from 

Granada by car, is a beautiful forested space of great environmental 
and cultural interest, offering eco–tourism services and facilities 
which make a visit enjoyable and attractive. In its heart, at Fuente de 
la Teja, the Darro rises, among Holm oak forests and tree–lined river 
banks, which in October offer spectacular sinuous red landscapes. 
Well–prepared routes and footpaths, viewing points, sports activities, 
recreational areas and crystalline springs, together with geological 
landscapes, limestone outcroppings and depressions and birds of prey: 
this is a paradise in season for orchids and mushroom lovers.

Outdoor sports
The natural scenery that surrounds the city of 
Granada allows for the enjoyment of every kind 
of outdoor sport: skiing and snow sports in the 
Sierra Nevada, paragliding in Cenes de la Vega, 
cycling, hiking and horse riding through the 
mountains and the plains, rafting on the Genil 
River, potholing and climbing in the Sierra de 
Huétor, water sports on the Cubillas reservoir, 
golf in Las Gabias. There Is something for every 
taste, surrounded by nature.
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 Peñón de la Mata

 Cephalanthera rubra  Cephalanthera longifolia  Orchis champagneuxii



Granada

Sierra Nevada, pure nature  
in glacial landscapes

     The western face of the majestic mountain range of the 
Sierra Nevada, the largest Natural Park in Andalusia, offers the 
incredibly beautiful high mountain landscapes of Veleta and 
Mulhacén, surrounded by gorgeous lakes, on the geological footprint 
of Europe’s southernmost glaciers, with their almost perpetual 
snow. Because of their proximity and beauty the lower slopes, wild 
and forested, the valleys, rivers and villages have always provided 
recreation to the citizens of Granada, over time consolidated into 
a rooted mountaineering tradition. These are natural areas that are 
well worth visiting, together with lovely villages replete with history 
and great gastronomy.

Snow star
Plantago nivalis

Spring gentian
Gentiana sierrae

Violet of Sierra Nevada
Viola crasiuscula

Peony
Paeonia broteroi

 Alcazaba, Mulhacén and Veleta

Botanical gardens
The green landscapes that 
surround Granada are rich and 
diverse, and on occasions unique 
for their beauty and botanical 
interest. But if you want to enjoy 
the flora of Granada in a more 

entertaining and educational 
way, the Andalusian Network 
of Botanical Gardens offers 
two interesting places to 
visit: the Jardín Botánico de 
la Cortijuela and that of Hoya 
de Pedraza near Pradollano. 

They show a representation, in 
their own natural environment, 
of the vegetation and flora 
of the high mountains, and 
of endemic plants, authentic 
botanical treasures and unique 
species – to enjoy as you learn.
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 Las Yeguas Lake

 Lake, Cascajares del Cartujo

 Río Seco Lake

 Cerro Huenes



Granada

Lavaderos de la Reina, a route for Springtime
Visitors to Los Lavaderos de la Reina (literally ‘Queen’s Washing Place’) in late Spring 
or early Summer can witness the spectacle of the ice caps thawing. Streams, waterfalls, 
tunnels of ice…, soak the land, forming one of the meadows special to the Sierra Nevada : 
borreguiles.

La Vereda de la Estrella
La Vereda de la Estrella, in Güéjar Sierra, is one of the most classical and beautiful excursions 
of the Sierra Nevada. The route was built in 1890 to serve as a means of communication with 
the mines of the high Genil, and it enters the heart of the Sierra Nevada through spectacular 
landscapes of oak, chestnut and maple. The pathway leaves from Barranco de San Juan, 
a superb green river valley which is the last stop of the mountain tramline, today a place 
frequented for the mountain gastronomy of its bars and restaurants.

 Vereda de la Estrella

 Hornillo  Hornillo

 Lavaderos de la Reina  Lavaderos de la Reina
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Los Cahorros  

Los Arenales del Trevenque

The Monachil River, which descends 
energetically and untamed from the high peaks 
of Veleta, shapes a spectacular canyon before 
its entrance into the photogenic village of 
Monachil: the gorge of the Cahorros. This is an 
enjoyable route through a fascinating geological 
landscape, among torrents, waterfalls, cascades, 
hanging bridges and exuberant vegetation. It 
should not be missed.

The accessible area of Fuente del Hervidero has always been one of the places with most 
mountaineering activity in the Sierra Nevada. It is a spectacular and unique space with its 
dolomite landscapes and vegetation. Its astounding sand rivers, footpaths and viewing points, 
inns and picnic areas, the abrupt cliffs and ravines where it is not unusual to observe the flight of 
large birds of prey, and its splendid panoramic views over Granada and her plains make this area 
so close to Granada a very pleasant place to enjoy a day out in nature in its most unspoilt state.

 Trevenque

 Fuente del Hervidero  Cortijo Sevilla

 Los Cahorros  Los Cahorros



Granada

Sierra Nevada Ski Station
     The Sierra Nevada Ski and Mountain Station, the 

Southernmost of Europe and the highest in Spain, is located at 
only 27 km from Granada and less than two hours by car from 
its Tropical Coast. In a unique natural setting, in the heart of 
the Natural Park and at the gateway to the Parque Nacional de 
Sierra Nevada, its more than 100 kilometres of skiable tracks 
and over 110 slopes provide the possibility of practising ski, even 
at night: an unforgettable experience for fans of snow sports. It 
also has a 5 km track for cross–country ski, ski lifts and other 
services, as a snowpark guaranteed to delight the youngest 
children, and the interesting Parque Recreativo de la Fuente 
del Mirlo Blanco. In summer, it also offers interesting sporting 
activities in nature, from mountain biking to horse-riding, 
hiking and climbing. In the months of July and August, the 
station operates ski lifts to access the high summits, allowing the 
visitor to load their mountain bikes on them.
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The Hoya de Guadix was first a sea and then a lake; 
primitive man took full advantage of its fertile edges 
for hunting and living. Later only rivers remained, 
their constant erosion emptying sediments from 
the belly of the basin, forming geological landscapes 
of unrivalled beauty. And now it is almost desert, 
scattered with leafy riverbank oases which snake 
green, red and yellow through red and white earth 
sculptures formed by the forces of water and time. 
All enclosed by mountains, leafy and forested: 
the Marquesado del Zenete and the north face of 
the Parque Natural y Nacional de Sierra Nevada, 
a Biosphere Reserve and fosters the Natural 
Monuments of Las Cárcavas de Marchal and La 
Cueva de las Ventanas de Píñar.

 Marchal
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Guadix and 
the Marquesado

SEA AND LAKE, RIVER AND DESERT



Guadix and 
the Marquesado

The badlands, a cinematic landscape
     Guadix, like all exceptional landscapes, is a land of cinema. 

Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade, Doctor Zhivago, The Good, the Bad 
and the Ugly, Reds, and up to 70 of the great cinematic productions 
of all times have tried to capture the beauty and personality of 
these local natural stages, badlands and desert, red–cliff canyons – 
geological landscapes that remind us of the setting of the American 
Western. Sometimes inaccessible, they can be enjoyed on guided 
visits, on foot, on horseback, by 4x4, quad and even by hot air balloon. 
Totally spectacular.

 Marchal

 Guadix

 Gorafe
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Route of the Dolmens
It is clear that 5,000 years ago these singular and beautiful landscapes were already of 
interest to the first European settlers. The Parque Megalítico de Gorafe constitutes one 
of the funeral monuments of greatest importance in Europe. It is made up of more than 
240 dolmens, prehistoric tombs dated to between the Neolithic and the Bronze Age. An 
interesting route which travels through cinematic geological landscapes includes visits to 
more than 30 of them. The Gorafe Megalithic Interpretation Centre completes the visit with 
information about the way of life of these early settlers.

 Parque Megalítico, Gorafe

 Parque Megalítico, Gorafe  Parque Megalítico, Gorafe

Cueva de las Ventanas
In Píñar, in the foothills of the Sierra Arana, 
you can visit the Monumento Natural de 
la Cueva de las Ventanas, a spectacular 
underground space maintained as a tourist 
cave with universal access. In this cave 
archaeological remains of diverse prehistoric 
epochs have been found. The visit starts 
from the town of Píñar on a tourist train. The 
youngest visitors will especially enjoy the trip 
as within the cave early prehistoric scenes 
have been recreated at full size.



Guadix and the Marquesado

Beneath the spectacular relief of the north face of the Picón de Jérez is hidden one of 
the most beautiful forests of the Sierra Nevada, the Dehesa del Camarate. A natural area 
unchanged by time, this is an almost intact relic that has miraculously escaped the influence 
of man, perhaps because of its usefulness as a historic pasture for bulls. The leafy landscapes 
of maple, Pyrenean oak, wild cherry, Portuguese oak, rowan, yew, and hawthorn are a unique 
botanical sight on the cool damp mountainside between wild torrents of crystalline water, and 
are equipped with footpaths, viewing points and picnic areas. One of Andalusia’s most beautiful 
landscapes in autumn, this is a unique setting for lovers of nature photography.

La Ragua
The imposing Renaissance castle of La Calahorra 
controls the access from Granada to one of the 
few natural passes that crosses the high peaks 
of the Sierra Nevada and which historically 
connected the towns of the Alpujarra with those 
of the Hoya de Guadix throughout time: the 
Ragua Pass. This incredibly beautiful landscape, 
in the heart of the Parque Nacional de Sierra 
Nevada, among pine and broom, is home to the 
Puerto de la Ragua Recreational Sports Station, 
an area well known to lovers of cross–country 
skiing, sledging and contact with snow in wild 
nature. It also offers a small but interesting 
National Park Information Centre.

La Dehesa 
del Camarate

 Castle of La Calahorra
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Sulayr: the great trail of the Sierra Nevada

Outdoor sports

And for relaxation

Sulayr, ‘the mountain of the sun’, the Arabic 
name for the Sierra Nevada, is the symbolic 
name given to a long distance footpath, a 
300 km loop around the massif of the Sierra 
Nevada which allows for the discovery of 
its landscape, nature, its mountain villages, 
rich in history and customs, in traditional 
culture, in natural landscapes. In the 

region of Guadix, it links the locations of 
Ferreira, La Calahorra, Alquife and Jérez 
del Marquesado, among others; towns in 
which the gardens gather around traditional 
houses, offering slate architecture, cobbled 
streets, blood red mining landscapes, damp 
green valleys filled with life, nature to fill your 
lungs with and an excellent gastronomy.

The region has an extraordinary variety of 
outdoor sports on offer. In La Ragua you can 
practice snow sports, especially cross country 
skiing and sledging. The foothills of the 
Sierra Nevada are equipped with attractive 
footpaths and viewing points which can be 
enjoyed on foot, by bike or on horseback. 
The badlands of the interior of the Hoya, the 
desert, can also be visited by 4x4 or quad, 
or even by hot air balloon. Nobody could say 
they can’t find their thing.

In the region of Guadix the thermal 
springs have been in use since 
Roman times. In modern times 
there are two thermal spas: in 
Cortes y Graena and in Alicún. 
They offer a complete service of 
treatments that are therapeutic 
and relaxing with the possibility of 
staying in the spa itself.
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 Sulayr, section 17 (Postero Alto–Peña Partida), near La Dehesa del Camarate

 Alicún de las Torres ©
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The extensive steppe of Granada’s Altiplano shares 
the beauty of its landscape with the region of Guadix, 
with which it forms the natural area of the Hoya de 
Guadix–Baza. A bird’s eye view shows a wide plateau, 
at an altitude of a thousand metres, delimited to the 
north and west by forested mountains of exuberant 
nature, among them the ranges of Castril and 
Baza, both of them Natural Parks. On the ground, 
the Altiplano is a mosaic of boundless landscapes, 
overwhelming ravines and badlands, astounding wild 
areas of white crystalline gypsum, Palaeolithic and 
archaeological sites, thermal springs, clear reservoirs, 
leafy woods, fauna, flora and fantastic scenery. The 
strange tourist accommodation in caves typical of the 
region and the exquisite gastronomy, including the 
lamb of the mountains of Segura, will without doubt 
help visitors to recover their energy.
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 La Laguna, Sierra Seca, Castril
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Altiplano
BOUNDLESS LANDSCAPES



Altiplano

The great gypsum steppe
Towards the centre of Hoya de Baza, the 
extensive white wild areas of Baza, Cúllar, 
Castilléjar and Benamaurel are sculpted from 
the amazing crystalline surfaces of gypsum, 
a mineral that is testament to the drying out 
of the great lake that was here in geological 
times. On other occasions the sediments of 
the former lake system offer incredible eroded 
landscapes of sharp ridges and carved river 
gullies. The Ecomuseo de Castilléjar focuses its 
displays on the evolution of these landscapes 
through time and dedicates its displays to the 
interpretation of the ethnological mark gypsum 
has left on the region.

The first settlers
     More than a million years ago the wild white lands of Orce and 

its surroundings were still a great Quaternary lake, just like most of the 
Hoya de Baza. On its fertile edges lived the first European settlers, in 
competition with fierce animals, many of them now extinct. In Orce you 
can visit the Palaeolithic sites which bear witness to the struggle. The 
Museo de Prehistoria y Paleontología is a good source of information 
for the visit offering a journey through the exciting world of geology and 
archaeology, an experience of returning to our past, a fascinating way to 
get to know more about these beautiful and incredible landscapes.
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Mammoth fossil 
(Fuente Nueva), 
Museo de Prehistoria y 
Paleontología de Orce

 Galera landscape

 Barranco León, Orce

 Morería caves, Castilléjar ©
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The Sierra de Castril
     In the heart of the Sierra de Castril a river is born, in a wild 

area of unusual beauty, passing later through the town of Castril 
and its Peña (rock), carving another natural monument on its way: 
a spectacular canyon which can be explored via a walkway. The river 
divides one area of the Natural Park from another with its snaking 
flow of turquoise blue waters which move between willows, black 
poplars and elms along the banks, giving shelter to trout and otter. 
This is also a geological landscape of dramatic karst outcrops, beautiful 
waterfalls and cascades, of steep gorges, ridges and cliffs, over which 
it is not unusual to see eagles or vultures flying. On the steep sides 
the dark green of Holm oaks are substituted for the autumnal reds 
of maple and Portuguese oak and, higher up, toward the peaks, by 
the grey greens of juniper and broom. This is a natural paradise for 
the practice of adventure sports, canyoning, rafting, climbing; or for 
peaceful water sports on blue reservoirs. Hiking, riding and mountain 
biking are fascinating among the woods. You can also enjoy catch–
and–release trout fishing.
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 Cortijos del Nacimiento

 Castril River La Laguna, Sierra Seca, Castril ©
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Altiplano

Sierra de Baza
     The Parque Natural de Sierra de Baza is a forested space of 

extraordinary natural beauty. Dense woods of Holm and Portuguese 
oak and wild forests of pine and Pyrenean oak give way to juniper and 
broom at the peaks. The most magical time of year is without doubt 
autumn. The red, yellow, orange and ochre landscapes awaken the 
sensibilities of lovers of photography. The forests burst with mushrooms 
and truffles. At sunset you can enjoy the ancestral spectacle that 
deer offer in their mating season, the rut. Its old mining towns are 
also evocative places to visit. And if your interest is purely sporting, 
exploring the GR7 on foot, by bike or on horseback is recommended 
– the international long distance footpath crosses the Natural Park 
from north to south on forest tracks and cattle roads through delightful 
forested landscapes. The Park’s Reception Centre is located in Cortijo 
de Narváez, a space that offers information and interpretation that is 
well worth a visit.

 Prados del Rey, Sierra de Baza

 Prados del Rey, Sierra de Baza  Pozo de la Nieve, Sierra de Baza
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The  
Rail Trail 
of the 
Sierra  
de Baza

Jabalcón, natural viewing point

At the foot of the Sierra de Baza, the old 
Guadix – Baza – Almendricos railway line 
has been converted into a Rail Trail on the 
sections Gor – Baza and Baza – Caniles. It 
runs seven kilometres through fascinating 
and unprecedented landscapes, passing right 
through the historic cultural city of Baza. The 
former Caniles Railway station, now restored, 

displays an interesting Interpretation Centre 
focusing on the landscapes and history of 
the legendary mining train that gave rise to 
the line, a colossal engineering project of the 
19th Century whose objective was to get 
mineral ore extracted from the rich iron and 
lead mines of the Sierra de Baza to the ports 
of Almería and Murcia.

In the centre of the highlands a gigantic 
limestone hunk of rock emerges like an 
iceberg with almost vertical walls: the 
Jabalcón. Its peak, at 1492 metres high, 
almost half a kilometre higher than the plain 
that surrounds it, is a unique natural viewing 
point offering spectacular 360 degree views 
over the plateau which are lost to an infinite 
horizon and profiles of mountain ranges 
belonging to several Andalusian provinces. Its 

slopes and peaks are of great ecological value 
and its ascent gives access to a circular walk 
with interpretative signposting and various 
panoramic viewing points (one of them with 
universal access) offering impressive views 
of the Negratín reservoir and the incredible 
landscape of the badlands that surround it. It 
offers several authorised places for takeoff 
for gliding, hang–gliding and paragliding. 
Ascending the peak by bike is a classic.
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 Vía Verde, Caniles

 El Jabalcón



Altiplano

Sierra de La Sagra
     The Baetic mountain ranges that define and delimit Granada’s 

Altiplano to the north offer wild nature, scattered with areas of singular 
beauty. La Sagra stands out as an impressive limestone hulk, with sheer 
slopes and impressive cliffs and karst outcroppings. Its abrupt slopes are 
covered by remnants of Holm oak and juniper, some included in the 
official Inventario de Árboles y Arboledas de Andalucía, with flora of 
great interest and outstanding fauna, from rare and beautiful butterflies 
to large birds such as eagles and vultures. On its western side there is a 
forest trail used by locals, visitors and climbers to access the peak, the 
most comfortable part of the range to explore, and a natural viewing 
point offering excellent views of the region. A perfect location for 
hiking or for routes on horseback or by bike.

Giant redwoods One of the most evocative places 
found on the slopes of the Sierra 
de la Sagra is an unexpected grove 
of giant redwood, exceptional in 
Europe, catalogued as an Arboleda 
Singular de Andalucía, located on 
the Losa ranch. The largest of the 
trees is almost 50 metres tall and 
you would need five people with 
extended arms to surround the 
more than seven metre perimeter 
of its trunk. It is some 165 years 
old, very young in reality, as these 
trees can live up to a thousand 
years and grow to more than a 
hundred metres in height: a wonder 
of living nature. 
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‘Lata de cordero 
segureño’  
(Lamb stew)

Thermal baths

The gastronomy of the highlands is 
solid and filling. One of the star recipes 
is the ‘tin’ of cordero segureño (lamb 
from the mountains of Segura), a tasty 
stew of lamb, potatoes and vegetables, 
roasted in a metal container, which will 
delight diners.
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The Negratín Reservoir

At the feet of the north face of the Jabalcón 
can be found the third biggest reservoir in 
Andalusia, a huge artificial lake of lovely blue 
waters collected from chiselled slopes of 
exotic red beauty, the badlands of Negratín. 
Its shores offer beaches for bathing, including 
areas for nudists, pleasant picnic spots and 
facilities for the practice of a wide range of 
water sports. A network of footpaths and 
viewing points with wonderful views blends 
into the astounding landscape of its shores. Its 
coves offer beautiful riverside landscapes ideal 
for wandering off in.

From the depths of the Baetic highlands arise 
several thermal springs. On the banks of the 
Negratín there is an excellent spa of Roman 
origin, the Zújar–La Alcanacia, a modern health 
and relaxation complex with facilities perfect 
for the so–called ‘spa–cure’. Huéscar and Orce 
have their own thermal waters, both called 
Fuencaliente, offering natural swimming pools 
of warm water in attractive locations open to 
the public. 
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The Poniente Granadino, a colourful 
mosaic of woods, holm oaks and olive 
groves hiding treasures such as the woods 
of the Parque Natural de las Sierras Tejeda, 
Almijara y Alhama, the Sierras de Loja and 
Parapanda, the area around the reservoirs 
of Iznájar and Bermejales, the Natural 
Monument of Los Tajos de Alhama and 
the Infiernos de Loja, the Genil valley, the 
Balneario de Alhama, the polje de Zafarraya 
or the Riofrío springs: spaces where you can 
wander in nature, enjoying the customs and 
traditions of beautiful age–old villages, and 
their rich cuisine. This is a place to write 
home about, a place to return to.

 Montefrío
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Poniente
A FASCINATING STRANGER



Poniente

La Sierra de Loja
     The mountains of Loja are an imposing limestone tableland of 

great geological, scenic and ethnological interest. Along the peaks passes 
an ancient drovers’ road that links Loja with the Llanos de Zafarraya, 
still in use. It ascends to the flat summit from Loja or Zafarraya and 
crosses the mountains over a rocky geological karst landscape, a huge 
cold desert of stone pinnacles with chasms, sink holes and lapiez 
features. Blocks of limestone cut from the rocky outcroppings have 
been used as the only raw material in the construction of the small but 
beautiful traditional structures of cattle sheds, huts, corrals, fenced areas 
and other enclosures that scatter the countryside. Ephemeral lakes of 
incalculable ecological value still serve as drinking troughs. The track also 
offers exceptional panoramic views over the alluvial plains of Granada, 
los Montes Orientales and the Llanos de Zafarraya.

Los Infiernos
The Genil River, as it 
leaves behind the alluvial 
plains of Granada, carves 
a narrow stretch of river of 
great beauty between the 
mountains of Loja and El 
Hacho, formed by cascades 
and waterfalls coming 
one after the other among 
leafy exuberant riparian 
vegetation. The landscape 
has been declared a 
Natural Monument and 
its environment is well 
equipped for leisure and 
recreation in contact with 
nature, at the very foot of 
the town of Loja.
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Sierra Tejeda, Almijara y Alhama
     The grey and white marble that forms the north slope of the 

mountains of the Parque Natural de Sierra Tejeda, Almijara y Alhama 
adopts a broken topography dominated by steep crests and ravines, 
where it is not unusual to see large eagles In flight and the shy presence 
of the mountain goat, lord of these lands. The abrupt slopes are carpeted 
by extensive woods of Aleppo and Black pine, which in the highest 
and shadiest areas give way to oaks and maples, and on the roof of 
the southernmost lands of the Iberian peninsula, a small grove that is 
remnant of and testimony to the extensive yew forests that in past times 
populated and gave their name to this range. It has various signposted 
footpaths, camping areas, and several information points which guide 
the visitor to the Park.

Los Infiernos

Embalse de los 
Bermejales
High up the Cacín River there is a 
reservoir that captures the waters 
that run off the north face of the 
Sierra Almijara y Tejeda, holding them 
for later use in the irrigation of the 
green river plains on the left bank 
of the Genil River. It is surrounded 
by forests of pine, Holm oak and 
Mediterranean shrubs, through which 
runs a pleasant and enjoyable walk 
that goes round the edge of the 
reservoir. From the beach you can 
practice water sports such as sailing, 
canoeing or paddle boating. From 
the small town of Embalse de los 
Bermejales there are some splendid 
views of the canyon of the Cacín 
River and in the same area you can 
visit a wonderful megalithic dolmen.

Spanish ibex
Capra pyrenaica

 Sierra de Tejeda, Almijara y Alhama



Poniente

Los Baños 
de Alhama
The therapeutic properties 
of the thermal and 
medicinal mineral springs 
that rise in the Baños de 
Alhama of Granada have 
been well–known and well–
used since Roman times. 
The area is now home 
to modern spa facilities 
located in a leafy area on 
the banks of the Alhama 
River, downstream from 
the Tajo. 

Los Tajos de Alhama
     The Alhama River descends impetuously from the mountains, from 

the marble that forms them, until reaching the countryside of Alhama 
where it breaks its violence on more fragile rocks to excavate one of 
Andalusia’s most beautiful and fascinating river canyons, the Monumento 
Natural de los Tajos de Alhama. The historic city of Alhama, unable 
to resist its beauty, hangs rashly from the cliffs on the left hand side. 
It is connected to the colourful canyon bottom by a spectacular path 
which starts from the historic town centre and then tumbles down over 
impossible short cuts until it reaches the beautiful paths that pass along 
the banks of the confined river, through poplars, gardens and orchards. 
This should not be missed.

 Tajos de Alhama  Tajos de Alhama

 Arab baths of Alhama
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Gastronomy
The gastronomy of the 

Poniente Granadino 
region is varied, tasty 
and filling, based on 
the produce of local 

market gardens and 
the river. The fish farm of 

Riofrío produces organic 
trout and sturgeon and is also well 
known for its production of Beluga 
caviar. This region of Granada is 
rich in traditional recipes for soups, 
stews and casseroles, including ‘olla 
de San Antón’, ‘potaje de bolones’, 
almond soup and ‘sopa granadina’. 
The delicious asparagus from Huétor 
Tájar, with its own specific quality 
mark, traditional award–winning 
Montefrío goat cheese and an 
extraordinary range of desserts with 
Moorish origins, are some of the other 
renowned gastronomic products.

Las Peñas de los Gitanos
     It would be difficult to make a cultural visit (reservation 

required) in a place with more evocative natural features and with 
more historical and cultural heritage than las Peñas de Los Gitanos. 
The ‘peñas’ are the defined abrupt lines of limestone that emerge 
in parallel to the course of the Tocón, some five kilometres to the 
northeast of Montefrío on the road to Íllora. The Mediterranean 
forests of Holm oak and shrubs hide more than one hundred of 
megalithic sepulchres, remnants of an Iberian necropolis and a 
Visigoth cemetery.

This village near Loja is an important 
tourist enclave, not only because of 
its location, next to one of the most 
beautiful sets of springs found in the 
Sierra de Loja, but also for its importance 
as a breeding ground for trout and 
sturgeon, organically produced and the 
main ingredient of the cuisine in the bars, 
restaurants and hotels in the area.

Riofrío

 Las Peñas de los Gitanos

 Riofrío
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If there is a place in which man and nature have 
melded in almost perfect symbiosis, creating 
landscapes that are even more beautiful than natural 
ones, it is the Alpujarra. The majestic slopes of the 
southern face of the Sierra Nevada are home to 
magnificent and exuberant forests of oak, chestnut, 
cork oak, Portuguese oak and pine. When autumn 
bursts out, riverbanks and valleys are painted in an 
infinite palette of yellows, reds and ochres. The visitor 
will find glacial valleys around which man has carved 
unlikely beautiful terraced fields which look more 
Neolithic than Arabic, valleys with white towns 
perched above them which compete in beauty with 
unspoilt nature, unique footpaths and bridleways 
along historic drovers’ routes, hiking and nature 
photography, all among fantastic woods, history, 
heritage, gastronomy and excellent wines. 

 Capileira
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The Alpujarra
NATURE AND ARCHITECTURE



The Alpujarra

Glacial valleys
     The peaks and the south face of the Parque Nacional de Sierra 

Nevada – the incredibly beautiful valleys of the Alpujarra – were, 
like the rest of the massif, shaped by the ancient Quaternary glaciers, 
Europe’s southernmost during the icy geological glaciation period. 
The sources and valleys of the Lanjarón River, the Poqueira or the 
Trevélez exhibit authentic cirques, moraines, and glacial pavements, 
and a beautiful smattering of small lakes also of glacial origin: unique 
places for the beauty of their geological landscapes and their woods, 
for hiking and riding, seeing wild fauna and for enjoying the purest 
air possible in nature.

 La Caldera Lake

 Capileira
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The waters of the Sierra Nevada

The mountains of Granada offer the 
Alpujarra not only the snow melt, which, 
managed by ancient systems of irrigation 
channels of Arabic origin, send out water 
and fertility to bring colour to the lower 
slopes; they also offer generous springs. 
The highly mineralised heart of the ancient 
Sierra Nevada gives rise in the area of 

Lanjarón to prodigious therapeutic mineral 
water springs which were known to the 
Romans. Today, as well as supplying 
mineral water to many of the country’s 
tables, they can be enjoyed in a modern 
spa, or you can take the iron–rich waters  
at small public springs, surrounded by 
small romantic gardens.

One of the most fascinating natural sights 
of the prodigious wilderness of the Sierra 
Nevada is the seasonal changes in colour 
in the dominant landscapes of the half 
slope, of the deciduous forests of oak, 

maple, wild cherry and chestnut. These are 
authentic carpets of vegetation woven with 
interlaced reds, yellows and ochre shades 
in autumn, and with a thousand shades of 
green in spring. 

Portuguese oak, 
oak and chestnut

 Soportújar

 Pórtugos

 Lanjarón Spa©
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Alpujarra

The ravines of Poqueira and Trevélez
     The high peaks of the Sierra Nevada give rise to numerous 

mountains torrents that concentrate their waters into fuller rivers 
which later descend to the nearby tropical coast: rivers that over time 
have carved out deep ravines cut almost at knife point through the 
wide valleys of the Quaternary glaciers. Their lovely slopes are covered 
with woods and gorgeous agricultural landscapes. Perhaps two of the 
most iconic representatives are the valleys of Poqueira and Trevélez. 
Both rivers offer spectacular forests and through them snake pathways 
and beautiful Arabic irrigation channels. The river Poqueira is born 
from the snow melt of Veleta and Mulhacén and its waters leap down 
through impressive gullies and cliffs; on the left bank perch the pretty 
villages of Capileira, Bubión and Pampaneira, collectively declared a 
historic monument. Pampaneira is host to a Park Information Point, 
very useful for planning your visit. On the left bank of the Trévelez 
River is the town that it gives its name to, the highest in Spain, 
famous for the excellence of its ham and local wines. Both ravines are 
places for repeated visits by fans of the sport of canyoning. It would 
be prudent to add that both are considered to be difficult and require 
technical expertise.

 Valley of Poqueira 

 Capileira  Busquístar Trevélez
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Sulayr, a trail through the High Mountains
Practically all the towns of the Alpujarra offer 
beautiful footpaths through their surroundings, 
all connected to the mountains. These are 
lovely local trails, scattered with viewing 
points, picnic spots and springs, all in the 
heart of nature, offering a complete sensory 
experience. Between the villages there are 
also ancient paths and forest tracks that 
go along the slopes and connect them with 
each other, and which also cross through 
landscapes unique for their grandiosity and 
beauty. But to really fill your lungs in unique 

geological landscapes and to enjoy the flora, 
fauna and enormous heritage of the Natural 
Space to the full, the Alpujarra offers one of 
the most exceptional sections of the Sierra 
Nevada Long Distance Footpath: Sulayr, 300 
kilometres traversing overwhelming natural 
surroundings and connecting the most 
beautiful locations of the geography of the 
mountains, the main environmental facilities, 
Visitor Centres, Nature Classrooms, Botanical 
Gardens, Refuges etc., and its incredibly 
beautiful villages.

Outdoor sports

Plato alpujarreño 

The Alpujarra is also a paradise for lovers of 
sporting activities in nature. Canyoning, rafting, 
river trips by kayak or canoe for those who 
prefer the wild beauty of the canyons and 
river landscapes; potholing, climbing, abseiling 
or zip–line for those who are fond of cliffs 
and challenging rock faces; walking, routes 
on horseback or bike, excursions by 4x4 or 
quads for those who like to move over longer 
distances; cross country skiing, sledging or 
snow shoeing for those who love the snow; 
orienteering, survival activities or paint–balling 
for those who prefer to wander off in magical 
woodlands; and in season, mushroom gathering, 
as much a sport as any of the others, and  
more nutritious.

The low temperatures of 
Trevélez offer an unusual 

climate for the curing 
of meats and ham with 
Protected Geographical 

Indication (PGI). It can 
be sampled with one of 

the wines of the Alpujarra, also of long 
tradition and vintage. The now international 
“plato alpujarreño” (dish of the Alpujarra), 
exquisite fried potatoes ‘a lo pobre’ with 
eggs, ham and cooked cured meats is a 
classic. The confectionery is exceptional 
and of Arabic origin.

©
 P

at
ro

na
to

 P
ro

vi
nc

ia
l d

e 
Tu

ris
m

o 
de

 G
ra

na
da

Sulayr, section 5 (Puente Palo–Capileira), Acequia del Almiar, Soportújar



Citrus 
landscapes

Roman Way

One of the most visible 
characteristics of the 
landscapes of the valley 
of Lecrín are the large 
plantations of oranges 
and lemons, which 
perfume the air in spring 
with the intoxicating 
scent of their blossoms. 
Its fruits have of course 
been included in the 
local dishes, refreshing 
the highly–regarded 
traditional recipes of the 
region. Its confectionery 
is exquisite.

Valle de Lecrín

Valle de Lecrín
     The warm sunny valley of Lecrín has always been a land of 

transition and throughway between Granada and its alluvial plains, 
to the Alpujarra and the Costa Tropical, but with its own well–
developed personality. Its pleasant valleys which treasure lovely river 
banks, abundant springs and beautiful water mills, are surrounded by 
mountains of rich Mediterranean vegetation and scattered with charming 
farmhouses, many of them offering rural accommodation hidden within 
wide and extensive orchards. Its white towns scale the valley slopes and 
are generally topped by castles or Moorish fortifications.

Near the turberas (peat 
bogs) of Padul we can 
see the tracks of carts 
produced on their passage 
along the first ‘road’ to 
the coast during the 
Phoenician–Punic and 
Ibero–Roman periods  
(VIII–III C BC).

 Béznar Reservoir

 Saleres
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Ornithological Paradise

The lakes of Padul form a 
wetland of great geological 
and ecological significance, a 
remnant of the wide lake that 
occupied the basin in past times. 
It is one of the best areas of 
the province for ornithological 
tourism. Among the reed beds 
there are various footpaths and 
public facilities, including viewing 
points and hides, which enable 
the visitor to enjoy watching 
water birds, such as herons, 
egrets, coots and ducks, among 
others.

Falla de Nigüelas

the meeting point of the western 
edge of the Sierra nevada and the 
Padul depression, where a lake is 
found, is an extraordinary example 
of a geological fault, unusual in that 
its characteristics and the processes 
that gave rise to it are still clearly 
visible. it has been declared a 
natural Monument of geological 
character. nearby can be found 
facilities that offer interpretation of 
the area of an educational nature, 
as well as various viewing points 
which offer wonderful views over 
the valley of lecrín.

 Lagunas del Padul

(Left) Black–winged Stilt 
Himantopus himantopus
(Avobe) Water Rail 
Rallus aquaticus 
Photographs: © Juan Pérez Contreras
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The coast of Granada is tucked in under 
the protection of high coastal mountains, 
and basks in the gentle temperatures of 
the Mediterranean, with 18º as an average 
in winter and 25º in summer, a range 
which makes this the only tropical coast 
in Europe. Its landscapes are a mosaic 
of steep slopes terraced with tropical 
fruits which define the coastal deltas. 
Mangoes, avocados, bananas, custard 
apples and sugar cane extend down to 
the sea between scattered beaches which 
can satisfy every taste: nudist or clothed, 
natural or well–equipped, sand or pebble, 
hidden or urban, quiet or family – 
beaches which alternate beautiful coves 
with steep cliffs. 

 Punta de la Mona
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Tropical Coast
BEACHES IN FANTASTIC LANDSCAPES



Tropical Coast

Choose your beach 
     There are beaches as wide and evocative as those of La Herradura, 

Salobreña, Motril, Calahonda, Castell de Ferro or La Rábita, with 
excellent levels of service and facilities, or picturesque natural beaches, 
more intimate, like those of La Rijana, La Joya and Cantarriján, as well 
as hidden and beautiful coves of crystalline transparent water, such as 
Calaiza or that of Marina del Este. The marine bottom is a dream for 
the practice of diving and their beautiful coastal towns, formerly fishing 
villages, offer excellent tourist facilities. Golf and cruises, marinas and 
water sports, natural spaces, culture and heritage and a fine gastronomy 
based on sea food are just the most obvious attractions.
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 Cabria

 Torrenueva

 La Joya
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Maro Cerro Gordo
     Divided between the provinces of Granada and Malaga can be 

found the Paraje Natural de Maro Cerro Gordo, a spectacular section 
of coast formed by abrupt cliffs which alternate with beaches and small 
but wonderful coves. Its best known beach is Cantarriján, which is used 
by nudists as well as clothed visitors. Its marine bottom has caverns and 
rocky outcroppings which are home to many species of marine fauna. 
Sheltered by the imposing underwater landscapes of the sea grass beds 
of the Posidonia genus are coral, sponges and a wide range of fish of 
vivid colours. A boat ride allows the visitor to approach these inaccessible 
places of great beauty. During the journey you can also see dolphins 
jumping as they cross the Mediterranean: a spectacular sight.

Diving  
and marinas
The submerged areas of 
the marine cliffs and the 
impressive meadows of 
Neptune grass (Posidonia 
oceanica), an extraordinary 
and incredibly beautiful sea 
grass, offer underwater 
scenes of incredible beauty 
and ecological value. Both 
the Playa de La Herradura 
and the marinas of Marina del 
Este and of Motril have diving 
schools and are a habitual 
meeting point for lovers of 
this sport who come from all 
over Spain.
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 Port of Marina del Este

 Marina del Este Beach

 Coral (Astroides calycularis)  Moonfish (Mola–mola)



Tropical Coast

Sierra Tejeda, 
Almijara y Alhama

     The abundant springs that 
drain the coastal ranges of the 
Parque Natural de la Sierra Tejeda, 
Almijara y Alhama feed the 
watersheds of the Jete and Verde 
rivers. They emerge untamed 
from the Sierra Almijara passing 
through wild geological landscapes 
shaping ravines, cliffs and gullies, 
to later pool their waters among 
green terraces of tropical fruits, 
including the custard apple, a 
product with its own certificate 
of origin. The mountains are wild, 
with peaks and ravines carved in 
grey marble, gullies and sandy 
areas; it is the sovereign territory 
of the mountain goat, which is not 
infrequently seen, as well as  
of large birds of prey. In the 
section that runs through the 
mountains, the Verde River offers 
excellent conditions for canyoning. 
Diverse and attractive footpaths 
wind through the abrupt forested 
slopes and allow access to 
beautiful river areas.

 Río Verde

 Avocados
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 Río Verde  Río Verde
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The coast of Granada 
is known for the 
quality of its seafood: 
fresh fish (pescaíto) 
and the shrimps of 
Motril, excellent fish 
and seafood which, 
together with the fresh 
vegetables supplied by 
the extensive coastal 
market gardens, 
constitute the basis 
for a splendid local 
gastronomy, completed 
by delicious local 
Moorish confectionery. 
How could it be 
otherwise on the Coast 
of Sugar?

Moorish gardens

La Ruta del Azúcar

The history of Motril and of the 
villages of the delta of the river 
Guadalfeo is intimately linked to 
the history of sugar cane, a plant 
that the Arabs introduced into 
Europe from south–east Asia 
and which would completely 
transform the landscape and the 
way of life of the coastal towns 
of Granada. There is a culture,  
a landscape of alluvial plains, an 
industrial landscape and even 

an urban landscape of sugar, 
and all of it constitutes an 
interesting historical legacy 
which has been preserved for 
the enjoyment of visitors in La 
Ruta del Azúcar (The Sugar Trail) 
and places such as the Museo 
Preindustrial del Azúcar, the 
Museo del Azúcar de la Fábrica 
de Nuestra Señora del Pilar or 
the Centro de Interpretación de 
la Caña de Azúcar.

Pescaíto

 Nasrid Garden, Vélez de Benaudalla  Nasrid Garden, Vélez de Benaudalla

 Museo del Azúcar  Museo Preindustrial del Azúcar

© Patronato Provincial de Turismo

Lovers of the flora, vegetation and 
the beauty of historic gardens will 
find in the Jardín Nazarí de Vélez de 
Benaudalla, known as “Generalife 
Chico” (Little Generalife), an exceptional 
example of the Hispano–Moorish 
garden which the Moors left as a legacy 

in the historic town of Vélez de Benaudalla.  
A unique space which maintains its original 
structure, adapted to the land and taking 
advantage of the passing of the Palma 
irrigation channel, it illustrates a delicate 
harmony between natural and built elements 
designed expressly to delight the senses.
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